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Few vehicles were of greater significance than the delivery farm wagon, 

in an era when small farms played an important role in America’s 

economy. Its design was both simple and utilitarian, making it sturdy 

enough for heavy loads over rural roads, and dependable enough for 

everyday use.  Case-Barlow Farm was a dairy farm and their wagons 

carried milk to the dairy and to the cheese factory in Hudson.  It would 

also have made trips to the store for household needs, food supplies and 

everything needed to run the farm. 

Such a wagon was donated to Case-Barlow Farm by Jack & Jo Ann 

Grace, who have had it in their family since 1986, after purchasing it 

from a family in Peninsula, Ohio. Hudsonites of the past, enjoyed this 

wagon, then painted white, at many Memorial Day parades pulled by the Grace’s own team of Clydesdale horses.  The 

wagon, circa 1880, is approx. 12’ long, 5’ wide and about 7’ tall from wheels to top of the seat. Richard Grell of Hudson, 

dedicated to fine woodworking in the style of America’s 18th century 

craftsmen and master Windsor Chair maker, spent the greater part of 

this past winter sanding, hand wire brushing, power washing to raise 

the grain of the oak bed, making sure the original metal under carriage 

works perfectly and finally painting it.  Richard has painted the wagon 

to appear as it would have looked when CBF was an active and 

prosperous farm.  Wayne Troyer of Millersburg, Ohio added the final 

detailing and signage for the wagon.  Wayne, 

well respected in the industry, has detailed all of 

the Budweiser wagons and the Wells Fargo 

Coaches.     

This important part of the rural farm life, made 

its debut at the Hudson’s Memorial Day parade 

proudly pulled by a team of 2 Clydesdale 

horses.     

Hudson Memorial Day Parade Entry 

Chauncey and Cleopatra Case left Granby, Ct. for their new home in Hudson Ohio, arriving on July 4th, 1814 along with 

their five children and a milk cow.  Cleopatra was expecting another child in two months.  They came to farm the virgin 

land that they had purchased from the Connecticut Land Company.  Upon arriving, they moved into a log house that had 

been built for them by David Hudson. As the family expanded to 10 children, the Cases built the brick home that stands 

today.  The family and the farm flourished and grew to more than 480 acres.    

On Sunday June 8th, from 5-8 p.m., come and celebrate their wonderful legacy and 200 years on the Farm.  All 

are welcome to this family event. The music of  the Irish Band, “Pitch the Peat”, featuring Nikki and Pat Custy will fill 

the air.  Children will enjoy exploring the restored delivery wagon (above article) and seeing a mini Pow Wow by the 

Crooked River All Nation Native Americans including a grand march entrance and a candy dance.  Of course, we cannot 

have a special event without food; so there will be a pig roast served with sides, hot dogs, flavored ice cones, root beer 

floats and beer tasting featuring the Thirsty Dog Brewery available throughout the day.  Crafts for the children and tours 

of the farm house help to round out the event.  Rain or Shine--See you there! 

There is a small admission of $5/per person or $20/per family.  Food and beverages are additional.     

You Are Invited - to CBF’s 200th Anniversary Celebration on June 8th 



 

We are happy to share our up 

coming monthly Open House 

dates and hours with you.   

June 8th we will feature artwork 

of CBF rendered by several 

different artists. 

We will also open the house, 

wagon shed and grounds on July 

13th, August 10th, September 

14th and October 12th.  We will 

be  open from 1 to 4 p.m. each 

Sunday.  Admission is free. A 

docent will be on hand to help 

you on the self guided tour and to 

answer any and all questions that 

you might have. 

The house is beautifully furnished 

with period appropriate items, and 

our latest, the children’s room, is 

just finished. 

Please come and enjoy the history 

of the farm with us.  

   

2nd Sunday Open  

House Tours  

Thanks to the Western Reserve 

Academy students who spent their 

Service Day doing spring clean up 

at the farm.  In addition to picking 

up winter debris, the students 

helped restore the corral, cut down 

an overgrown bush, moved rocks 

from the recent street repairs and 

readied both gardens for planting.  

Their help making CBF look great 

is most appreciated.  

All in a Day’s Work at the Farm 

Opening the garden this spring has been a challenge due 

to all the rain.  Our plan is late May or early June.  We 

will be experimenting with several root vegetables this 

summer.  Certainly root vegetables were a large part of the Case family diet in 1814 and beyond.   

Stop by anytime and check out the garden.  Just be sure to close the gates behind you, we have some 

hungry rabbits and deer in the area!  

Volunteers interested in knowing more or helping maintain the garden are welcome.  Call CBF for 

details. 

The Heirloom Garden 

The David Hudson Chapter, of the National Society Daughters of the 

American Revolution (DAR) nominated the Hudson Questers Chapters 

for a Historic Preservation Recognition Award for the work that the 

Questers have done at both Case-Barlow Farm and the Hudson Old 

Burying Grounds.  The three chapter presidents along with Quester 

members and CBF Board Members were invited to the DAR Annual 

meeting where the award was presented by their Chapter Regent Chris 

Winters. 

CBF Trustee Connie Price wrote in support of the application “We have 

found Questers to be an invaluable asset and partner over the past 

eighteen years.  Through the Quester’s research and fund raising 

efforts, they have acquired period appropriate antiques and artifacts.”   

CBF is grateful for the years of help given by the Questers.  The DAR 

Historical Preservation Award is very appropriate for the excellent 

work that the ladies give to our community. 

Pictured left to right:  David Hudson Chapter 

Regent Chris Winters, Marti Young & Katie 

Hoy (co-presidents of James Ellsworth 

Questers), Eileen Giunta (President of David 

Hudson Questers), Karen Hoffstetter 

(President of Anna Lee Questers), Maggie 
McGrainor (member of James Ellsworth), 

Diane Herendeen (trustee of CBF & member 

of James Ellsworth Questers). 

DAR Awards Hudson’s Questers 

A generous grant from HLFS will allow CBF to 

print an updated brochure that provides current 

information with the many improvements made 

in recent years. The new colored brochure will 

be available at the Hudson Visitors Center and 

other locations throughout the area.   

Hudson League for Service  

Grant  Received 



 

Last fall’s CBF’s newsletter stressed the urgency for repairing the earth bank (ramp) of the main barn and to reset and 

refurbish portions of the barn’s stone foundation.   The Board of Trustees was delighted  to receive a most generous 

donation from a local Hudson family which, together with your ongoing support and that of our surrounding 

communities, including monies raised from the annual Doll House Exhibit, restoration donations, memoriam and legacy 

donations, and a grant CBF recently received from the Hudson Community Foundation, we are in a position to begin the 

first phase of these important projects.  Both the earth bank and initial stone foundation work must be accomplished at 

the same time.  Contractors will work to dig out the collapsing earth ramp (not knowing what artifacts we might find), 

roll back some of the huge foundation barn stones that are pushing the lower level of the barn, rebuild the northwest 

corner of the barn foundation, replace some of the decayed wood foundation sills, and then, lastly, reset the foundation 

stone and rebuild the earth ramp itself.  Before any of this work can begin, 

however, we are in the process of moving many of the items that have been 

stored in the lower level of the barn, some for over 20+ years.  To assist with 

and coordinate this work, we also greatly appreciate the assistance of Life 

Scout Josh Kempton, and the other boy scouts and adult volunteers of Hudson 

Troop 333, who are working with CBF to accomplish this extensive 

undertaking as part of Josh’s “Eagle Scout Project”.  Josh is leading his teams 

to identify items that may have historic significance or which possibly can be 

repurposed, and they are cleaning out and removing a few of the interior horse 

stalls/walls that have deteriorated.  We are so grateful for this help at the farm, 

which allows us to proceed with the first phase of the barn restoration. 

Restoring the Historic Bank Barn  Is off to a Great Start! 

Bob Porter, President, Board of Trustees at Case-Barlow Farm, gratefully accepts a 

$2,000 grant from Hudson Community Foundation representative Jim Hackney to help 

pay for Phase I of the Barn Bank restoration.  Phase I will begin mid-June of this year and 

will restore the foundation and rebuild the bank on the north side of the barn.  (See article 

above). Thank you to Hudson Community Foundation for your support and 

encouragement for the work being done to restore Case-Barlow Farm for Hudson and the 

surrounding communities.  

Hudson Community Foundation Grant 

Thanks to all who have donated  

treasures to CBF.  An extra wide 

antique quilt rack was given by 

Harrison and Sally Bubb, perfect for displaying the quilt that was recently donated by Liz 

Murphy. 

Liz also donated a wool braided rug that was made by her Aunt Betty (Elizabeth Spalding) 

in the mid to late 1940’s.  Liz writes, “My Aunt didn’t spiral the rounds when making the 

rug.  If you look closely you will see that each piece end butts into itself, a very 

complicated weaving-in process.  The rug is made entirely of wool - any wool she could 

find.  My Uncle Charles's overcoat, my cousin Polly’s  first wool suite - if you see a plaid, 

it is someone’s coat.  She bought a lot of white wool and 

dyed it, she had huge dying vats, and was very fond of 

greens and varying shades of brown.  She had the 

complete color scheme planned before she started the 

rug.” 

“Aunt Betty lived in Fryeburg, Maine, where she had a 

large unfinished section of the house that included a 

“drying room”.  She dried, among other things, flowers 

that she used in making lampshades.  It looked exactly 

like the large upper room at Case-Barlow Farm, which 

inspired me to donate the rug.” 

Beautiful Donations Received 

 

Save The Date 

Sept. 14th 

Our annual Fall Fest will 

take place Sunday, 

September 14th from 12 

noon to 5 p.m.  Come 

enjoy horses, alpacas, 

games, crafts, good food 

a n d  m a n y  n e w 

happenings! 
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Members of Hudson Heritage Association, Case-Barlow Farm  and guests enjoyed 

a fun and informative evening at the farm.  Katie Hoy presented a program on the 

accomplishments and history of the Questers and 

their association with CBF over the years.  Bob 

Porter discussed 

the acquisition of 

the 4.2 acre farm 

in 1996 and its 

progression since 

that time.   

Hudson Heritage Association Meeting at CBF  


